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Previously known as Xbox Media Center (XBMC), home theater software Kodi has been released on the Xbox One store for the first time. Detailed within an official blog post, the downloadable release is currently in early stages of development and is missing some of the functionality found in the PC version of the software. Some of the missing
features include a lack of access to the Xbox One Blu-ray drive or attached external hard drives, limited access to a portion of the Xbox One video and music folders, and network access being limited to NFS:// shares only. Beyond that, additional plug-ins and add-ons may not be available or even work within the Xbox One interface as of yet. Detailing
development progress, a Kodi representative wrote “What you should really understand and keep remembering is that it is still in early stages of development and has very rough edges, might not be as stable as the regular version and may even be missing some functions. Due to the nature of how UWP works our hands are tied in some areas.” This
Xbox One release constitutes a full development circle as it relates to Microsoft consoles. The first version of the software, XBMC, was created to operate on the original Xbox console 15 years ago. Of course, owners of the original Xbox had to hack the console in order to install XBMC. Conversely, Xbox One owners just have to search for Kodi in the
app store and install without any hacking required. Going forward, the plan is to continue to update Kodi for the Xbox One and the Windows Store simultaneously. On the Kodi forums, early reported problems of the Xbox One version include an inability to work with the Plex plugin, temporary audio distortion issues when watching live TV, issues with
the weather app, and difficulty accepting commands from an IR Remote. Over the past few years, the Kodi software has become extremely popular within the piracy community. While Kodi is completely legal to use when streaming video and music that you own, a variety of third party add-ons have made illegally streaming Hollywood films or
watching live, copyright-protected events like UFC fights extremely simple. This led to the sale of “Kodi boxes,” basically taking hardware like an Amazon Fire TV stick, converting the software to Kodi, downloading the illegal add-ons, and reselling the hardware to people that don’t want to pay for premium cable anymore. The primary customer for
these devices is typically the private home user, but some resellers have targeted local bars and restaurants that want to provide access to live sporting events without paying any fees. If third-party developers customize their illegal apps to work with Kodi on the Xbox One platform, Microsoft may simply remove Kodi from both the Xbox One store and
the Windows Store. Apple has already refused to offer Kodi on the App Store, specifically citing the use of third-party add-ons as a potential problem. Similar to owners of the original Xbox, iPad and iPhone owners have to hack their devices with custom software to utilize Kodi. Editors' Recommendations (Image credit: Kodi)You know what Kodi is;
you've installed it; you've even been using the open-source software media center for a while. And like any other program you've been using for a while, you should periodically check to see if there are any updates available. Keeping Kodi patched is important, for usability as well as security reasons.The open-source media library program, formerly
known as XBMC, receives periodic updates from its creators. Depending on your platform, installing updates can be either trivially simple or a bit of a process. But even the most complex installation should only take a short time.Windows and Mac OSBecause Kodi does not automatically update, you'll need to check the Downloads section of the Kodi
website every now and then. If you see a new version available, simply download and install it as you would any other Windows or Mac OS program. Our Kodi installation guide can walk you through the process.AndroidKeeping Kodi up to date on Android is trivially simple, assuming that you installed it through the Google Play Store. Your phone or
tablet will automatically notify you any time an update is available — in fact, your device may even download and install the updates by itself, depending on your app settings. But if you aren't assiduous about updating your apps, just visit the Play Store page once in a while; if an update is available, the page will let you know.If you installed Kodi as a
third-party app instead, you'll need to uninstall it, then download and install the new version. You can get the latest releases from Kodi's download page.iOSInstalling Kodi on an iOS device is a tedious process. And unfortunately, keeping it up to date involves the same amount of busywork. Since iOS does not offer automatic updates for third-party
software installed via work-arounds, users will have to install updates manually in an unorthodox multistep procedure. Check our Kodi installation guide for more details, but having half an hour on your hands before you start wouldn't hurt.The beauty of Kodi is that you can get it on almost any operating system, from Android TV to Raspberry Pi. If
you're tech-savvy enough to install Kodi on a nonstandard platform, you probably don't need a guide on how to update it.Nevertheless, the process is similar, no matter which system you use: Download the latest version from the Kodi website, then employ whatever process you used to install it in the first place. Most Kodi installations don't update
automatically, but a little legwork is surely a fair trade-off for one of the most versatile free media players on the web. Get instant access to breaking news, the hottest reviews, great deals and helpful tips. If you're plugged into streaming-media news, you might have heard about a little program called Kodi. Kodi has been around since 2002, when it
was called the Xbox Media Player. Before long, it was renamed Xbox Media Center. The program went by that name until 2014 when it was renamed Kodi.Kodi makes streaming media accessible via most major operating systems and tons of different devices. It provides access to your videos and music, and lets you watch that content anywhere in
your home. Pretty neat, right?If you're here, you may already know what Kodi is, but maybe you’'re not sure how to install it on your specific device or system. Never fear; Tom’s Guide is here to help you navigate the process for macOS, Windows, Android and iOS devices.macOSIt’s not very difficult to install Kodi on macOS. Follow these steps: .1.
Unpackage the disk image.When you download Kodi, it is packaged as a disk image file. When you double-click on it, the disk image will appear as a new device in the Finder.2. Drag and drop.Like many applications for Mac, Kodi is installed with a quick drag-and-drop to the Applications folder.3. Clean up.Once Kodi is set up and installed in the
Applications folder, you can eject the original disk image. Now you’re good to go!WindowsKodi installs like most other Windows applications. If you've seen one, you’'ve seen them all.1. Download and run the installer.On the Kodi download page, click Installer, next to the Windows option.2. Set it up.Double-click the file you just downloaded. The Kodi
Setup Wizard will open, and you just need to follow along.3. Launch and personalize.When the Setup Wizard is done, you can launch the program. For most users, the default settings should work just fine, but you can change them to fit your preferences as well.AndroidMaybe you want Kodi on your Android smartphone instead of your computer.
That’s also fairly easy to do.1. Download.Find Kodi in the Google Play store, or download it from the Kodi site.2. Launch.Open Kodi on your Android device. It’s that simple! Plus, Google Play should update the app automatically once it’s on your device.iOSThere are a few ways to install Kodi on your iOS device. The simplest method is to use Cydia
Impactor, a program for macOS and Windows that lets users install third-party apps on their iOS devices. Here’s how to do it:1. Download. Download Cydia Impactor and a Kodi file. You’ll need both for this to work.2. Connect.Connect your iPhone or iPad to your PC or Mac. Close iTunes if it opens automatically before you take any further steps. 3.
Drag and drop.Open Cydia Impactor; then drag and drop the Kodi file you downloaded.4. Start.Select the correct iOS device in the drop-down menu, and click Start to launch the process.5. Log in.Cydia Impactor will ask for your Apple ID username and password. You can use an alternative Apple ID if you're concerned about privacy and security.6.
Change the settings.After installation, go to the Settings menu on your iPhone. Then, select General, Profiles & Device Management, and find the profile with your Apple ID. Open it.7. Click the Trust button.Click the Trust button to allow the new Kodi app to work on your iPhone or iPad.8. Open it.Open the app, and launch Kodi!Kodi is an excellent
open-source media option, and it’s not difficult to install if you’'re used to setting up this sort of application on your devices. You can even get it on certain streaming players; check out our guide on how to install Kodi on Amazon Fire TV, for example.Each installation procedure is slightly different (or more complicated, as in the case of iOS). But the
program is widely available, and the process isn’t too strenuous. Just about anyone can have it. No wonder Kodi has become so popular!Credit Images: Tom's Guide Get instant access to breaking news, the hottest reviews, great deals and helpful tips. This one quietly slipped out, but previously you needed to be a Plex Pass subscriber in order to use
the official Kodi add-on. That requirement has now been removed, albeit with some features not available if you don't have a subscription.With the Plex for Kodi add-on, you get the Kodi experience for your big screen, powered by Plex Media Server, and enabling you to organize and access your beautiful media on any device, anywhere, anytime.Plex
has its own media player app designed for TVs, but there's no denying that Kodi is the big screen king. The Kodi add-on from the Plex team gives you the best of both worlds, and without needing to switch between Kodi and the Plex app on your box.More: Kodi or Plex: Which is best?You miss out on premium features like audio fingerprinting and
parental controls by not being a Plex Pass subscriber, but if you're using the service without it the fact you can now integrate into Kodi is a win.To download it simply head into the official repository inside Kodi or check it out on the web add-on browserDownload Kodi from the Windows Store (opens in new tab)
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